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Factors Affecting Farmers’ Participation in the Hom Mali Rice Farmer Field
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Abstract

The research entitled Factors Affecting Farmers’ Participation in the Hom Mali Rice Farmer Field
School in Si Sa Ket Province aimed to study (1) farmers’ socio-economic circumstance in the Hom Mali Rice
Farmer Field School 2) farmers’ participation in the Hom Mali Rice Farmer Field School 3) factors affecting
farmers’ participation in the Hom Mali Rice Farmer Field School 4) farmers’ problems and suggestions for
Participation in the Hom Mali Rice Farmer Field School.

This was a survey research and population comprised a number of 1,800 farmers in the Hom Mali
Rice Farmer Field School in Si Sa Ket Province in the year 2013. Taro Yamane formula was used to identify
328 samples. Research instrument was interview form. Data obtained was analyzed by program computer
using the following statistics i.e. frequency, percentage, minimum value, maximum value, mean, standard
deviation, ranking and correlation analysis between variances by multiple regression analysis.

Research findings were as follows. (1) The average age of most farmers was 49.82 years. It was
found 45.7% of them completed Prathom 4. It was found 54.0% of them joined membership in agricultural
groups/institutes and Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives. Their average experience in rice
cultivation was 28.95 years. Their average occupied land was 16.02 rai. Their average cost in rice production
was 2,735.23 baht. Their average yield was 427.36 kg/rai. Their average number of household labor for
agriculture was 2.66 persons. Their average income from rice production was 6,913.20 baht/rai. They
received information from diverse sources relating to the Hom Mali Rice Farmer Field School at high level
and opined their support from agricultural extension agents was also at high level. (2) Farmers’ participation
was at the highest level, especially their participation in receiving benefit, performing activity, evaluation and
planning respectively. (3) Factors affecting farmers’ participation; 5 variances were found, the positive
variances were support by agricultural extension agents, membership in agricultural groups/ institutes and age
while the negative variances included yield/rai and experience in rice cultivation. (4) Overall problem of
farmers in the Hom Mali Rice Farmer Field School was at low level. The most found problems in the School
were the delay of production factors, farmers were not punctual and farmers did not express their opinions. It
was suggested to keep the School’s operation on, support production factors, production factors to be supplied
in time of the season, resource persons to provide continued training regularly selection of young farmers to
join the School and be punctual.

Keywords: Participation, Hom Mali Rice Farmer Field School, Si Sa Ket Province
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